
It Takes 
ALL of Us

By Dr. Todd Renner

Quality. Excellence. Our best. From our earliest 
days, we are taught to excel, to go beyond the 
average, to stand out, to stick out. Trophies 
and accolades, blue ribbons and gold stars: 

as kids, they once marked our accomplishments. And as 
adults, not much has changed: we’re still driven; we’re still 
motivated; we’re still determined to excel.

But excellence is a tricky thing. Yesterday’s excellence 
too easily becomes tomorrow’s “good enough” – 
and the Gospel of Jesus Christ demands far more 
than merely good enough. Our call as God’s Church 
is to constantly evaluate, to constantly cultivate, to 
constantly innovate: to create the dynamic ministries 
that will change lives (and the world) with the Good 
News of Jesus’ love and God’s redemption…and 
to change them in meaningful, eternally-significant 
ways that transform them right now (on this side of 
eternity).

But that takes all of us: it takes all of us being 
willing to give our best, to give our First Fruits. It’s a 
concept deeply “rooted” in biblical times when the 
people lived by what they could grow. That made 

harvest-time one of the most critical seasons of the year as 
hard-working farmers went to the fields to gather in what 
they’d worked all year long to sow and tend. They were 
literally reaping what they’d sown.

As an act of faith, God then called his people to bring a 
part of that first harvest – their first fruits – to Him as an 
offering. But it was more than a mere act of obedience. It 
was an act of gratitude. And it was an act of trust. It showed 
that they trusted God to provide more, to provide enough 
– enough food to feed their families and enough seed to 
guarantee the next year’s crop.

And we’ve experienced an extraordinary – in fact, a 
miraculous – season of harvest this year! Truly, it’s been 
a year of ministry like none we’ve ever seen before! As 
you’ll see in this special edition of the Herald, God has 
been at work in powerful ways through this community 
called White’s Chapel. Children have fallen in love with the 
Bible. Teens have found hope in the midst of despair in an 
increasingly agnostic culture. Families have been healed. 
Marriages have been restored. And souls have been saved 
through the power of Calvary’s grace.

And it all happened because of you! You made it happen. 
Worship. Missions. Care and Support. Discipleship and 
Hospitality. None of it would be possible without you…and, 
today, we just want to say THANK YOU!

More than just “thanks,” though, we want to show you 
what, together, we’ve “grown” in the name of our Lord! We 
want to celebrate the mighty acts of God in our midst – the 
“fruit” that was made possible because of you! Because of 
your generous commitment and partnership, the Kingdom 
of God is advancing. Because of your fervent prayers, your 
faithful presence, and your continued financial support, 
people are coming (and coming back) to faith…and coming 
back to life! Because of you, Jesus is being made known, 
both, across the street and around the world!

And as we celebrate all that’s been, we also turn our 
attention to what is yet to be. We look forward with eager 
expectation to our shared future, forward to new ministries 
and new opportunities, forward to bigger needs and greater 
dreams, forward to our next season of planting (and being) 
God’s Church in such a time as this. But, like we’ve said, it 
will take all of us doing our part: giving and doing our best – 
all in and for the name of our Lord!

From the bottom of our hearts, thank you for all that you 
do and for all that you are…and for allowing us the profound 
honor of getting to be your pastors!

By Dr. John McKellar

We have been studying the Book of Genesis 
this year, and my mind keeps getting drawn 
back to Chapter 4, where we meet Adam 
and Eve’s children: Cain and Abel. In them, 

we see the first recorded example of people making an 
offering to God. God is pleased with Abel’s offering, but 
He has no regard for Cain’s. In our studies, we explored 
possible reasons for God’s response. The text tells us that 
Abel’s offering from his flock was from the “firstlings” and 
from their “fat portions.” It’s a reference to the fact that his offering 
was the first and the best that he had. As for Cain, there are no 
details about his offering or why it did not please the Lord. And it 
causes us to speculate: Did he give his leftovers? Did he give from 
his convenience or from his over-ripe fruit that was about to rot? 
We really don’t know, but we do know that it’s not only what we 
give, but how we give that matters to God.

Do we give to God our best? Do we offer Him our first fruits? Do 
we give to God first and not just wait to see what is left over? Does 
our giving bear evidence to what we really value the most? Our 
giving to God is not just about raising a church’s budget. Our giving 
to God is a sign of our faith. It is a sign of our deepest loyalty.

Your pastors are constantly overwhelmed by the generosity of 
our congregation – a heart that enables us to do great things. We have 
people who give from the heart. Your faithfulness pleases God and allows 
his work to continue. Because of you, White’s Chapel is the church that it is!

Because of you, every highlight of ministry that you see in this publication 
takes place! Because of you, God is continually giving our church new 
dreams that are able to be fulfilled. In ways that you will never know, 
because of you, ministry happens in the name of Jesus Christ.

Now, we all make decisions of how we spend our money and how we 
give our charitable dollars, but nothing is more important than the church 
because no other organization does what the church does.

Every week, we open our doors to the community to help people find 
jobs, to help those struggling with addiction find hope, for community 
concerts and high school graduations. And we do it all in Jesus’ name!

Because of you, people are accepting Christ and being baptized. Because 
of you thousands of prayers of hope and healing are being prayed every 
week. Because of you children are being inspired, youth are being called, 
and adults are being grown in their faith. Because of you, we pay the 
electric bill and buy music and orchestrations. Because of you we’re leading 
Confirmation that’ll transform souls and planning for a Christmas that’ll 
change hearts.

Because of you, hope is spread around the world. A new mother and three 
children will have a new home built as the 1,000th Habitat for Humanity 
House in Tarrant County. Your giving to our budget funded that house 100% 
and our labor built the house. Because of you, ministries have had long 
standing dreams answered: new buses for children in Belize and Kenya. 
Because of you, people without dental care in East Fort Worth will have relief 
from their pain. Because of you, we continue to expand our Mobile Market 
food ministry – helping feed people in Northeast Tarrant County. There are 
literally thousands of other ways that your giving to our budget shines the 
Light to a darkened world.

Because of you, White’s Chapel is the church that it is! And our prayer is 
that you would consider joining us in all that God has in store. Our dream is 
for every person who sets foot on our campus to say, “This is my church.” 
And to know that “my church” needs my prayers, presence, financial gifts, 
service, and witness. And for as much as we know that we can’t all give 
the same amount, we can all give the same way – with God leading us and 
providing for us. We can all give from a heart that puts Him first because we 
all have a part to play.

As we look at our giving, we are exactly where we hope to be according to our 
financial projections. However, as we always share, 30% of our budget is received in 
December. That’s a common (and growing) trend in churches across the nation, and it 
means that we’ll need everyone’s support to help us finish the year with strength.

We hope that we’ll all spend time praying about our gifts, that we will give our 
“first fruits” in a way that pleases God. And pray that we will always be a church, that 
through our heart for service, pleases God.

Thank you for what you do. Because of you, God is leading us into a new and 
exciting future…and we can’t wait to get to share it with you! 

Because of 
You
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As we’ve seen and heard and felt, the Church – 
filled with the Holy Spirit – has the incredible power 
to change people and to change the world...and it’s 
the only thing in the world that does. And when we 
realize that, when we “own” that – when the church 
stops being “the church” and starts becoming “my 
church” – that’s when awesome things start to 
happen.

That’s when we start to give like we never 
have before – fearlessly and sacrificially. And it’s 
not out of guilt; it’s out of love. We give, not to 
be blessed...but because we realize that we’ve 
already been blessed. We give because we want 
to be a part of something bigger and greater than 

anything any one of us could do by ourselves. Our 
financial support of this church – of our church – is 
important. And y’all know that we don’t talk about 
money a lot around here because we believe that 
there are bigger things that need to be talked 
about...but our financial support is important.

And what we need to understand is that the 
church is not just one of many charities vying for 
our support. If we take the Bible seriously (and I 
certainly pray that we do), God says that it’s critical 
for us – as an act of faith, as an act of gratitude, 
as an act of trust – to return to Him His tithe: the 
first tenth of what we make: realizing that He’s the 
reason that we make anything at all. It’s all an act 

WHY 
GIVE?

of stewardship: an awareness that none of what 
we have is ours – not our money, not our stuff, 
not our time, not our skills...not even our families. 
They’ve all been given to us by God., and they’ve 
been entrusted to us for a reason. We are here for a 
reason, and we have what we have for a reason – a 
sacred and holy purpose. And something beautiful 
happens when those two combine: our purpose 
and our provisions – not feeling compelled by what 
God wants from us, but inspired by what He wants 
for us…and for others: for us to be a church of real 
people making a real difference...a church fired up 
in the Spirit – diving in, going deep, finding faith 
and finding life like we’ve never lived before!
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A FRUITFUL FUTURE 
(Dreams & Goals for 2024)

It is always thrilling to look back and to celebrate God’s provision and your faithfulness, but we can’t stay there. We can’t keep looking backwards, because that’s not the way we’re heading. We must look forward. 
We must go forward – braving the uncertain future with determination and a Spirit-filled resolve to be the people of God for the world around us. Yes, we’ve accomplished amazing things in the past year, but 2024 

calls us to build boldly for the Kingdom of God. With your support, here’s just a sampling of the “fruit” we feel called to grow in our next year of ministry together: 

MISSIONS & OUTREACH
• To expand our connection to and work with the Methodist Collegiate Church in Africa 

(Kenya)
• To begin work on the El Buen Samaritano Community Center (including ministry, 

worship, and programming for the neighborhood and T.A. Sims Elementary School)
• To deepen our partnership with GRACE to confront regional issues of homelessness and 

health
• To offer a more robust slate of mission experiences and 

opportunities for adults – locally, nationally, and internationally
• To expand the use and reach of WC’s current Mobile Market ministry

WORSHIP
• To pursue passionate, authentic worship in multiple styles
• To explore church planting and revitalization (especially in urban and 

rural settings)
• To engage our kids & students to develop a passion and 

heart for worship (including raising up the next generation 
of worship leaders)

• To expand our worship outreach to local retirement and 
care facilities

• To create a culture of invitation 

DISCIPLESHIP
• To grow the reach of our original content and curricula
• To expand our social media footprint (intentionally engaging multiple 

generations)
• To develop a more expansive recreation ministry (knowing that fun 

and fellowship are critical parts of the faith)
• To create dynamic ministries, service opportunities and worship experiences that meet 

the specific needs of our community’s growing population of singles and young adults
• To expand our ministry to individuals and families with special needs
• To create incredible ministry spaces for our kids, students and adults – inviting and 

safe places for discipleship, worship and fellowship

EVANGELISM, COMMUNITY 
& INVOLVEMENT

• To intentionally focus on equipping and evangelism
• To launch a “parish” ministry – regionally-based small groups that 

will empower us to “grow smaller” (connecting people to God and each other through 
lasting, life-giving relationships)

• To create welcoming environments for all people (spaces and opportunities for folks to 
find “families of the heart” in a transient community)

• Create a “Next Steps” discipleship plan to intentionally engage guests and new members 
with easier “on-ramps” to find “their place” at WC

• To grow our regional ministry influence as we partner with fellow churches
• To be better neighbors to surrounding communities (each with their own struggles, needs 

& missional opportunities) 

In short, we dream of growing a church that’s meeting the needs of tomorrow, today: reaching out, worshipping, serving, praying, learning, growing, loving, and living in authentic 
community – planting seeds and growing fruit for innovation and excellence in Jesus’ name! 


