WHIT E’S C HA P EL

WH Y DISC E RNM E NT ?
THE PURPOSE OF THIS BROCHURE IS TO EXPLORE
A THIRD, INDEPENDENT, METHODIST OPTION

OUR HISTORY
Methodism in America had its earliest origins around 1760, as the
colonists sought significant methods of deepening their Christian faith.
By the 1770s, with Francis Asbury’s energetic devotion to the principles
of Wesleyan theology, Methodism came to have a distinctive shape. In
fact, the first conference of Methodist preachers in the colonies was
held in Philadelphia in 1773.
Almost a century later, travelers from Rising Fawn, Georgia arrived in
what is now Southlake, Texas. They brought with them an abiding faith
in God and a devotion to
Methodist tenets. It was out
of this commitment that land
was donated for a church
community to be established
– that church is now known
as White’s Chapel. As the
church grew, White’s Chapel
became an extension of the
United Methodist arm in 1968.
While the history of White’s
Chapel is one of God’s
abiding presence and
perseverance throughout the
past 150+ years, the path of
Methodism in America has been one of conflict, division, unification,
and debate. Indeed, the history of the United Methodist Church is long
and complicated.
Currently, due to the ongoing division taking place in the greater UMC,
congregations across America are being asked to choose their own
pathways for future affiliation based on their core values and
theological beliefs. Today, we are experiencing the UMC as a broken
institution. As well, the alternatives we have been given don’t seem to
align with our context or our theology. These are reasons we are
exploring a “realignment.”

WHO WE ARE
WHERE TR ADITION MEETS TODAY
•

A church dedicated to dynamic worship, biblical preaching, and
teaching sound principles for faithful living in today’s challenging
world by providing opportunities for fellowship, mission, and ministry

•

Believers in the life, death and bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ and
the promise of forgiveness, salvation, and eternal life

•

Faithful followers of the risen Lord, Jesus Christ, who is the same
yesterday, today and forever

•

A people committed to biblical truths while giving grace to each
person on their faith journey

•

Believers in the authority of God’s Word as contained in the Bible and
the creeds of the early church

•

Bearers of the Christian tradition to a modern world, as understood
by the earliest followers

•

Innovators in reengaging believers in the Christian faith based on
present day

•

People committed to living a faithful, practical life together in
Christian community

•

Friends who use simple, easy-to-understand language for all to grow
closer to God and to each other
“He has told you, O mortal, what is good, and what does
the Lord require of you but to do justice and to love
kindness and to walk humbly with your God?”
Micah 6:8

WESLEY’S
GENERAL RULES
DO NO HARM
DO GOOD TO ALL
ATTEND TO THE ORDINANCES OF GOD

OUR DENOMINATIONAL
PURPOSE
We are committed to developing a plan of church governance that will
guard the order, liturgy, doctrine, and discipline of the Methodist Church.
We believe in a system of accountability that will exercise oversight
and support of the church in its mission of reaching the world for
Jesus Christ.
We hope to align with other Methodist churches in a cooperative manner
in both mission and ministry. We envision a new form of connectionalism,
defined by shared ministry, equal accountability, and practical
governance. Evangelical at its core and grace-filled in its practice, this
partnership of autonomous Wesleyan churches will seek to proclaim the
gospel of Jesus Christ to the world and to equip disciples for a life of
faithful ministry.

OUR MISSION
Our mission is to make more deeply-committed followers of the way of
Jesus Christ.

OUR VISION
Our vision is to spread scriptural holiness with grace for all and to help
each person become whole and complete, as designed by God, by
engaging the heart (through missions and outreach), stirring the soul
(through worship), challenging the mind (through discipleship), and
connecting the body (through fellowship, evangelism and involvement).

OUR GOALS
•

To remain the dynamic, Christ-centered congregation we
have always been – focused on loving God and loving others

•

To be mission focused: reaching people for Christ on a
local, national and international scale

•

To raise up Christians who live out their faith as expressed in
Holy Scripture

•

To change the perception that the Christian Church – and the
people within it – are not filled with grace

OUR STRUCTURE
•

Wesleyan Theology

•

Methodist Traditions, Rites & Rituals

•

Covenant Community (a voluntary association of like-minded,
common hearted churches and ministries for mutual encouragement,
accountability and mission)

•

Elimination of Trust Clause, Apportionments, and
Guaranteed Appointments

•

Structure & Oversight for Ordination of Clergy

•

People Over Polity

“I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth; do you not
perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.”
Isaiah 43:19

GOING FORWARD
During this season of discernment, we invite our congregation to join us
in seeking God’s guidance and understanding for the future pathways of
White’s Chapel.
DURING THIS TIME, WE INVITE EVERYONE TO:

STOP.
TAKE A DEEP BREATH.
AND KNOW THAT GOD IS AT WORK DOING
A BEAUTIFUL THING AT WHITE’S CHAPEL.
•

May we use this time to sharpen our understanding of what it means
to be the church. What is our purpose, what is the “why” of
everything that we do?

•

Stay focused on our main thing which has always been to save souls
through the Gospel of Jesus Christ and to make more
deeply-committed followers of the Lord, inviting folks to take their
first step (or their next one) in a relationship with Jesus. That’s the
point of every worship service, Bible study, mission trip, and special
event.

•

Join our church membership for a time of prayer about who God is
calling us to be for “such a time as this.” Esther 4:14.

•

Covenant that in these days we will:
- Be
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and
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- Strive to stay sensitive to the Spirit’s work within us and through us
at this crossroads moment.

